
BMP 074 - Use Efficient Painting Equipment 

 
 
Description of Potential Pollutant and Source:  Traditional painting methods often result in loss of 
particulate matter to air and ground (paint chips, paint spray) and exposure to storm water.  
These materials can then be transported to storm drains and/or receiving waters. 
 
Description of BMP:  Highly efficient painting equipment is now available that reduces 
overspraying.  This reduces the amount of solid pollutants that can reach storm water.  More 
efficient equipment includes electrostatic spray guns, air-atomized spray guns, high volume/low 
pressure spray guns and gravity feed spray guns. 
 
Application Guidance:  All spray painting equipment will be replaced with more efficient 
equipment when economically feasible. 
 
Training:  Personnel will be trained on new equipment.  A qualification test may be appropriate. 
 
Effectiveness and Cost:  New spray equipment is a moderately effective, variable-cost BMP. 
 
Limitations:  Cost may be high to retrofit/replace existing equipment. 
 


